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The Prince’s Teaching Institute was founded 7 years ago and its objectives are to encourage state schools to 
develop their subject provision; to motivate teachers to deepen their subject knowledge and to celebrate the school 
departments that are engaged in curriculum improvements and projects, which will result in better subject provision. 
Participating schools have access to various professional development events and become members of a network of 
like-minded schools.  Desborough School has been involved in the Institute for four years.  The History, Mathematics 
and Science departments are members.   
 
 
On 23 November 2009, the head teacher, Andrew Linnell, 
attended the Prince’s Teaching Institute Programme Mark 
Launch at Clarence House.  At this event, HRH The Prince 
of Wales awarded the Prince’s Teaching Institute first 
Schools’ Programme Mark to 73 departments from 51 
schools. 
 
Desborough’s Science Department, under the leadership 
of Mr Ed Brockett, was awarded the Prince’s Teaching 
Institute Mark.  This was for: 
 

Increasing challenge within the curriculum; 
Further enthusing pupils with activities beyond the 

curriculum; 
Developing the staff’s own specialist subject 

knowledge; 
Developing subject-based links outside school. 

 
 
The Prince’s Teaching Institute particularly commended two projects.  One was a Master Class on “Air” for gifted and 
talented science pupils in schools in the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead.  This was run in conjunction 
with the Department of Chemistry at the University of Reading.  A second project involved staff training and the 
teaching of A-Level Biology practical sessions on electrophoresis techniques.  This was overseen by a member of 
staff from Royal Holloway, University of London, Safina Khan, who is also a parent governor at Desborough. 
 
 
There are eight separate professional development activities for participating schools in 2010 on topics as diverse as: 
 

The site of the 2012 Olympics;  
Hamlet – serial killer? 
The history of mathematics; 
The history of medicine; 
Making astronomy engaging; 
The contemporary novel; 
Parliament and Monarchy in the reign of King Charles I. 

 
Desborough School is delighted to be part of the Prince’s Teaching Institute Programme and that three departments 
in the school have been chosen to participate.  The award of the mark for the Science Department is a fantastic 
achievement for the school and recognises the outstanding commitment by staff and pupils to achieve the very 
highest of standards.  
 
You can read about the latest activities of the Science Department elsewhere in this newsletter.  

Prince’s  Teaching  Institute:  Schools’  Programme   Marks 

HRH The Prince Wales with Andrew Linnell and fellow guests at 
the launch of the Prince’s Teaching Institute Schools’ Programme 

Mark Award launch 
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LRC  CHRISTMAS  BOOKFAIR 

In November the Art department organised two trips to London for the Art/Photography A level students.  Thirteen 
students, accompanied by Mr Tanner and Mrs Leonard first visited the Victoria & Albert Museum in Kensington to 
view an exhibition entitled ‘Maharaja.’  The literal meaning of the word is ‘Great King’ – a turbaned and bejewelled 
ruler of absolute authority and immense wealth.  The exhibition spans the period from the beginning of the 18th to the 
mid-20th century.  Over two hundred and fifty magnificent objects symbolic of royal status, power and identity are on 
display.  The exhibition runs until 17th January 2010. 
 
The afternoon of this trip was taken up with a visit to the Royal Academy, just off Regent Street 
and the famous Burlington Arcade, where many small art galleries containing individual works 
can be found.  The Royal Academy is currently showing a solo exhibition of the internationally 
acclaimed artist/sculptor Anish Kapoor, winner of the 1991 Turner prize.  This is the first time in 
the history of the Royal Academy that any sculptor has been allowed to take over the whole 
building.  On entering the impressive Annenberg Courtyard, a structure of both stainless and 
carbon steel greets the visitor.  It is entitled ‘Tall Trees.’  Inside are more items made from this 
wondrous mirrored-effect material, as well as magnificent sculptures of cement, wood and wax. 
 
 

On the second visit to London, thirty-six Year 12 & 13 students made the trip, accompanied by Mr 
Tanner, Miss Jenkins, Mrs Leonard and Mrs Cox.  First stop was Covent Garden where the 
photographers in the group were able to take photographs on the topic of the Environment. 
 
The group then moved on to the National Gallery to see the Kienholz: The Hoerengracht exhibition.  
The aim was to show the students an appreciation of art through the ages and to demonstrate 
different styles both old and modern. 

 
The final stop was at the National Portrait Gallery where we visited The Taylor Wessing Photographic Portrait Prize 
2009.  This showcases the work of talented of young photographers alongside professional students and amateurs.  
This is a five star exhibition, running until 14th February 2010.   
 
Also showing is ‘Beatles to Bowie.’  If you were a teenager during the 60s and 70s, this is a must see!  Despite the 
era depicted, it still has a familiarity with the fashions, fads and music of today. 
 

Art/Photography  trips  to  London 



Dear Parents and Carers  
 
It is always busy at the end of Term 2 and people are tired after two long terms since September. The rainy weather 
and the fact students and pupils travel to and from school in the dark also create its own pressures.  
 
I hope that parents and students found the Year 11 Information Evening on Thursday 10 December useful. We 
altered the arrangements this year so that teachers were all housed in the New and Old Main Buildings. This had the 
advantage of reducing the time moving between different departments of the school but meant colleagues were 
temporarily lodging in other people’s classrooms.  Mr Flannery was unfortunately not able to be at the event, so if any 
parents would like information on Economics A-Level (which is very popular), please contact Mr Flannery, Mrs 
Duncombe (Head of Sixth Form) or Mrs Pickett (Head of Business Studies and Economics).  I am pleased that so 
many of you could stay after the departmental sessions and have some refreshments in the refurbished Sixth Form 
Common Room. 
 
By the time you receive this newsletter, the Christmas Celebration will have taken place on 15 December 2009. I 
hope you enjoyed this event if you were able to attend.  I think this is the time when you realise the Christmas season 
is really beginning. Thank you to all the boys who took part and to the members of staff who prepared the pupils and 
students for the event. 
 
Sadly, the end of term is an occasion when some members of staff leave. This term only one teacher is moving on: 
Mr Joel Brooker. Mr Brooker has been a fantastic teacher of ICT in Terms 1 and 2. He has decided to continue with 
his travels round the world.  Both members of staff and students will miss him and his professional and hard-working 
approach have been much appreciated.  I hope that he enjoys the next stage of his travels. 
 
I would like to remind you about arrangements at the end of Term 2.  At the end of this term and at the end of Term 
6, we finish school early. You son or daughter will attend an end of term assembly according to the following pattern: 
 
Years 11, 12 & 13  Assembly finishes approximately at 12.00 pm. 
Years 9 & 10  Assembly finishes approximately at 12.30 pm. 
Years 7 & 8   Assembly finishes approximately at 1.00 pm. 
 
Their tutors will dismiss pupils and students after the respective assembly. 
 
At the start of Term 3, arrangements are as follows: 
 
Monday 4 January 2010        Staff Development Day – pupils and students do not attend. 
Tuesday 5 January 2010 Staff Development Day – pupils and students do not attend. 
Wednesday 6 January 2010 First Day of Term 3 – school starts at the usual time. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity of wishing all families a good holiday and that 2010 will be a rewarding and 
fulfilling year for you all. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Andrew Linnell 
Headteacher   

Head Teacher’s Letter 
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A year 8 Master Class on the theme of ‘Air’ was run 
again this term. The series of four lectures took place 
during after-school hours in term 2.  A group of talented 
and gifted students invited from each of the local 
secondary and middle schools attended the sessions.  A 
range of topics were covered and students investigated 
wind turbines, made hot air balloons, and even met a 
live bat!  A particularly exciting lecture included an 
excellent demonstration of liquid nitrogen by members 
of the Chemistry Department from Reading University.  
 

Rugby  Results  November  & December  2009 

 
The department has been very happy to obtain a new 
Science Link Governor this term – Ms Safina Khan. Ms 
Khan works at the Royal Holloway University as a 
researcher in Plant Biology and has provided 
inspirational support to the team.  
 
As a result of fundraising for activities such as climbing 
Ben Nevis and running half marathons, the department 
has been able to purchase resources that would 
normally be out of our reach – such as a linear air flow 
cabinet used for plant biology experiments.  
 
She worked tirelessly during open evening, 
demonstrating advanced techniques using equipment 
she has managed to source for us. Utilising her help and 
contacts, the department has secured a number of 
pieces of expensive specialist scientific equipment such 
as a PCR machine, which was donated from a laboratory 
that was closing down. Ms Khan was then able to visit 
the school later on in the term and run an A level 
practical for upper sixth Biology students using PCR and 
electrophoresis. This was a wonderful opportunity for the 
students - and a number of other activities are planned. 

SCIENCE  AT  DESBOROUGH  IS  THRIVING 

Year  8  Science  Master  Class 

A  level  Biology 

A level Biology students at a practical demonstration 

18/11/2009 U15s A Claires Court 26-10 G. Caulton 2T, M. Matera 1T, J. Pettigrew  1T,  S. Richardson 3C O. Cousins

18/11/2009 U14s A Claires Court 14-24 C. Burston 1T, J. Farrell 1T,  L. Neale 2C

18/11/2009 1st XV Claires Court 33-12 L. O'Byrne 2T, T. Hudson 1T, G. Manning 1T, J. Tow nsend 1T, C. Heley 4C C. Heley

18/11/2009 2nd XV Claires Court 26-0 N. Jones 1T, M. White 1T, M. Faulkner 1T, T. Summersgill 1T, M. Bill 3C

19/11/2009 U13s A LVS (Cup 1/4 f inal) 14-0 J. Cox 1T, B. Ayling 1T, C. Moore 2C

21/11/2009 U15s A Windsor Boys 5-12 M. Bateson 1T

21/11/2009 U14s A Windsor Boys 31-5 J. Farrell 3T, J. Rahimi 1T, E. Rakkar-Thomas 1T, L. Neale 3C

24/11/2009 U16s A Forest (football) 0-4

28/11/2009 U15s A LVS 40-6 G. Caulton 2T, A. Clark 1T

28/11/2009 U14s A LVS 14-5 H. Kealey 1T, R. Rolle 1T, L. Neale 2C

28/11/2009 U13s A LVS 21-5 C. Gill 1T, J. Dow ney 1T, S. Nakkli 1T, C. Moore 3C

28/11/2009 U12s A LVS 15-20 O. Malik 2T, S. Prince 1T O. Malik

28/11/2009 U12s B LVS 55-10 T. Judd 4T, W. Jamieson 3T, H. Williams 2T, R. Long 1T, A. Sherlock 1T T. Judd

03/12/2009 U13s A Forest (Cup semi) 10-36 J. Sankey 1T, B. Ayling 1T

09/12/2009 1st XV Windsor Boys 5-10 S. Mortimer 1T

09/12/2009 2nd XV Windsor Boys 36-8 D. Andrew -Jones 2T, A. Bailes 3T, C. Kern 1T, D. Bart 2C, A. Bailes 1C



Are you eligible to claim Free School Meals for your 
child/children?  If so, please make sure you register your 
entitlement with the local authority, even if you do not 
wish to take up that entitlement.  The number of pupils 
who are registered to claim Free School Meals has an 
effect on the school budget allocation and in the current 
economic climate, we all know that every little helps! 
 
 

If your son is absent from school for any reason, please 
remember to send a short note of explanation on his 
return to school.  This would save us having to send out 
requests for them, which cost both time and money to 
do.   
 
If your son has borrowed a tie from us can you please 
ensure he returns it or send in a donation towards the 
cost of a replacement.  
 
Could we also request that you put your son’s name in 
all of his clothes - PE kit and uniform - and school bag. 
It would be nice if owners could be reunited with their 
lost property. 
 
Finally, could we ask parents of children for whom we 
hold any kind of special medicine/inhalers etc, to ensure 
that the school has an adequate up-to-date supply. 
 
Trish Read 
Office Manager 
 

Dear Santa 
 
Please can you provide Y7 with plenty of pens,  
pencils, colouring pencils, rubbers and rulers  
for next term.   
 
To try to reduce the volume of unnamed lost property we 
collect each week please can Santa's helpers sew name 
tapes into all clothing, school bags and shoes. 
 
May I wish all of Y7 a restful holiday and a very Merry 
Christmas. 
 
Mrs ZA Percival 
Head of Year 7 
 

Aachen, located at one of Europe’s major crossroads, 
where the German, Dutch and Belgian borders meet, is 
Germany’s westernmost city. However, a nine hour 
coach journey still lies between Charlemagne’s 
medieval capital and Maidenhead. The all night bus ride 
didn’t curb the enthusiasm though, of 40 Desborough 
and Newlands Year 9 and 10 pupils on the schools’ 
annual “daytrip” to the Christmas market on 4th 
December. 
 
Before being allowed to experience the joys of the 
Weihnachtsmarkt, our day-trippers first had to win their 
linguistic spurs. Every pupil earned their hot chocolate 
by ordering in the native tongue before embarking on a 
treasure hunt around the city in German. In the 
afternoon, after buying postcards and stamps, every 
pupil conducted questionnaires with locals in their own 
language.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As well as making for a fun day out, every pupil spent 
most of the day using their German in real life situations 
and back in the classroom we’re noticing how much 
pupils have grown in confidence. 
 
Mr Bentley 

Fröhliche  weinacht 

Reminders 

Don’t  lose  out! 

If you are buying online why not help school funds by 
clicking on the link to your shop through this link: 

www.buy.at/desborough 
 

Friday 18th December 2009 School closes early 
 
Years 11, 12 & 13      Final Assembly ends approx  

12 noon 
 
Years 9 & 10  Final Assembly ends approx 

12.30 pm 
 
Years 7 & 8  Final Assembly ends approx 

1.00 pm 
 

The Governors of Desborough School  
would like to take this opportunity to wish all the  

staff and pupils  
a very Happy and Peaceful Christmas  

TERM  3 
 

4th & 5th Jan 2010 Staff Development Days 
   School closed to pupils 

 
Wed 6th January 2010 Term 3 begins - 8.40am 

Timetable Week B 

End  of  Term  Arrangements 

If  Santa  should  visit  Year  7 …... 



 

On 3rd December, Desborough School attended the Berkshire U12 Rugby Festival at Reading Blue Coats School.  
There were a total of 44 teams representing schools from across Berkshire.  Desborough took an A and B team 
consisting of 26 players to represent the school.  The tournament was 10 a-side and teams were spread across 8 
groups.  The final position in the group allowed teams to further compete for the respective cup. 
1= Main Cup; 2= Trophy; 3= Vase; 4= Plate; 5= Bowl 
 
Desborough B 
 
Desborough B were drawn in a difficult group alongside the likes of St. Barts A and L.V.S. A.  Despite this, they 
managed to achieve a final ranking of 3rd and qualified for the Vase quarter final, which they won.  They competed 
well in the semi-final but were out played and finished an overall 3rd in the Vase competition.  This was a great 
achievement as it was an A team who finally won the Vase cup.  Desborough B were the highest placed B team in 
the competition and finished 19th / 44 teams.  Josh Worsfold was top try scorer. 
 
Desborough A 
 
Desborough A were given a generous draw in the group stages competing against two B teams along the way (St 
Barts B & Charters B).  Desborough A finished top of their group, only conceding 1 try in all four group matches.  
They qualified for the main cup competition quarter final where they defeated Reading Blue Coats A team 15-0, thus 
progressing to the semi-final.  Here we drew with Maiden Erleigh 5-5, qualifying for the final because we scored the 
first try in the match.  It was then the final against Theale Green who were just too strong for our boys; we were 
technically better but unable to hold out for the match.  Scott Prince was top try scorer with 7 tries with Oliver Malik 4 
in second. 
�
All boys were well behaved and were a credit to Desborough school. 
 
Player of the Tournament 
 
There was a special award for the player of the tournament chosen by a London Irish coach who  
observed a range of matches throughout the day.  There were some 500 boys participating in this  
competition and only one would win this award.  This outstanding achievement went to a  
Desborough A player – Sean Muchenje.  
�
Congratulations to both teams from Mr. Ravetta, Mr. Bielby and Mr Hamilton.  
���

DESBOROUGH overcame rivals Claires Court 33-12 in the annual David Course Memorial match held at Braywick 
Park last month. 
 

In front of a large crowd, Desborough started the brighter, and despite early  
missed penalty attempts, drew first blood with a slick move from their midfield to 
put winger Louis O’Byrne in at the corner.  Chris Heley’s conversion made it 7-0.  
Claires Court responded with some fiery rugby, and a fine try from Will Ansell 
which Mike Habgood converted.  

 
Desborough reasserted their ascendancy with notable forward dominance in the 
second half, and with quick ball managed to find O’Byrne in space for his 
second score.  Within minutes, Desborough centre Tom Hudson scythed 
through the Claires Court defensive cover to score a superb 60-metre solo 
effort.  Heley’s reliable boot made it 19-7.  Claires Court centre and man of the 
match Cameron Denton managed to claw his side back to within seven points 
with an impressive outside break and try in the corner, but Desborough’s 
forwards were determined to have the final say. 

 
Desborough’s man of the match Heley continued to pin Claires Court into their own 22 with unerring accuracy, and 
the inevitable, decisive score soon came.  Former Claires Court pupil Greg Manning scored a memorable try against 
his old school with a pick and drive, which Heley converted.  Then hooker Jamie Townsend dotted down the final try. 
 
It was a keenly-fought contest played in exceptional spirit, and in the manner which David Course played and taught 
the game. 

Under  12  Rugby  Festival 

David  Course  Memorial  Match:  Desborough  v  Cla ires  Court 

 


