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28th January 2009   No. 99 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I would like to welcome the following members of staff 
to the Desborough team: 
Mr G Forbes (ICT Teacher); Mrs S Gilmour (Teaching 
and Learning Assistant); Mrs D Robertson (Additional 
Support Teacher); Ms G Wingrove (Additional Support 
Teacher).  There have been two recent additions to the 
team of cleaners: Mr D Grzelak and Mrs S Wheeler.  I 
hope that all these members of staff enjoy the next 
stage of their careers at Desborough School. 
 
Thank you for your support and patience during the 
recent bad weather.  I hope that you felt that our system 
of giving a daily update by 7.00 am on the website 
worked well for you.  I am grateful to those parents who 
have made comments about how our system of 
communication worked.  
 
Making a decision about closing or opening the school 
is very tricky, despite some comments in the press.  
The safety of the site, accessibility to the site from the 
neighbouring roads, availability of public transport all 
need to be balanced with the numbers of staff who are 
likely to manage to get into school.  Despite the snow, 
public examinations ran every day as planned.  I am 
pleased that we were able to open in a restricted way 
for examination years and only wholly close on one day.  
 
I regret that boys in the lower years of the school 
missed some days of schooling, but hope they 
managed to find work that was set through the school 
website.  It is our aim to remain open as much as we 
can.  I am hoping that this is the end of the really cold 
and difficult weather.  Whatever happens in terms of 
weather though, we shall continue to use the school 
website homepage to keep you updated about opening 
arrangements. 
 
I would like to make a few comments about members of 
Year 13 who have been waiting to hear the outcome of 
UCAS applications to the Universities of Oxford & 
Cambridge, and medical, veterinary and dental schools.  
Mrs Duncombe (Head of Sixth Form) and I are keen to 
support all students, whatever their aspirations, to gain 
places at their university of choice and to be prepared 
and well informed about their choices.  I hope that all 
students have high aspirations and there is every 
reason to consider all options, including the most 
prestigious universities. 
 

Congratulations go to the following students: Tom 
Hudson, who has been given an offer to study 
engineering at the University of Cambridge; Alexander 
Tracy, who has been offered a place at the University of 
Oxford to study medicine; and Sheraz Yasin has been 
offered a place at St Barts, University of London to study 
medicine.  Three other boys secured interviews at the 
University of Oxford, which is a tremendous 
achievement, although they were sadly not offered 
places.  Many other members of Year 13 have been 
offered places at very good universities as well. Now 
students just need to get the grades! 
 
Mrs Duncombe and I are convinced that our policy of 
ensuring that UCAS applications go off early (hopefully 
by 31 October) means that students have good offers in 
a timely manner.  The offers made this year have also 
demonstrated the essential nature of writing a good 
personal statement and being prepared and well 
researched about your proposed course of study. 
 
Congratulations to Year 11 on their mock results that 
were celebrated on a Results’ Day organized by Mr A 
Lennon, Head of Year 11. Details of the Results’ Day 
have been posted on the school website.  This was a 
new idea from Mr Lennon. It has raised the profile and 
importance of mocks.  I hope those boys who achieved 
good results, feel their efforts have been rewarded and 
that those boys who were disappointed can now target 
areas for further work and study to strive for even better 
results in the summer of 2010.  Miss Mudge (who is in 
charge of the examination system) or Mr Lennon would 
be very happy to receive any comments from Year 11 
parents or students about this new idea.  We feel it went 
well and would like to make this an annual event but we 
would be interested in a parental and student 
perspective as well. 
 
The GCSE actual results day has been moved from the 
traditional Thursday to Tuesday 24 August 2010. A-
Level results will be issued on Thursday 19  August 
2010.  Miss Mudge will provide fuller information about 
these arrangements nearer the time and in a future 
newsletter. 
 
School finishes at the normal time on the last day of 
Term 3, Thursday 11 February 2010.  Term 4 starts at 
the usual time on Monday 22 February 2010 and it will 
be Week B.  I hope that you all have an enjoyable break. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Andrew Linnell 
Headteacher 

Head Teacher’s Letter 
 



 
A big THANK YOU to The Handmade Cake Company 
who kindly donated a selection of their delicious cakes 
to the PTA for the Christmas Carol Concert which took 
place in December.   
 
For further details on the Handmade Cake Company 
please visit their website at www.handmadecakes.co.uk 
 

Can we please ask parents to ensure that their son(s) 
attends school wearing the correct uniform.  We have a 
large number of boys coming into school wearing 
trainers.  May we remind parents that part of the school 
uniform rule is that boys must wear plain black shoes.  
Also would you please ensure that your son wears his 
school tie.  If he has lost/misplaced it, a new one can be 
purchased from reception at a cost of £4.50.  Your 
support in this matter would be greatly appreciated. 
 
T Read – Office Manager 

Thurs 4th February 2010  Yr 11 Parents’ 
Evening 
 
Thurs 11th February 2010 End of Term 3 
 
 
Friday 12th February 2010 INSET day 

School closed to pupils 
 

Mon 23rd February 2010 Start of Term 4 
Week B 

 
 

Thurs 25th Feb 2010  KS4 Information 
     
 Evening 
 
Thurs 11th March 2010  Yr 9 Parents’ Evening 
 
Wed 17th March 2010  David Roberts 
     Memorial 
Concert 
 
Thurs 18th March 2010  Yr 12 Parents’ Evening 
 
Thurs 25th March 2010  Yr 10 Parents’ Evening 

At Desborough we take attendance extremely seriously 
and by working together we can ensure that all pupils 
achieve their maximum academic potential as it is well 
established that attendance is directly linked to 
academic results.  
 
All students should arrive at school by 8.40 a.m. for 
registration, this is where their morning mark will be 
generated.  It is therefore essential that students arrive 
at school on time in order to avoid a missed mark. 
 
If your child is unable to attend school it is vital that you 
ring in at the earliest opportunity.  The school number is 
01628 634505 and select 1 for pupil absence. Please 
ensure that you leave a clear message detailing your 
child's name, form and reason for absence.  It would 
also be helpful to identify your relationship to the 
student you are ringing for.  If your child is not well 
enough to attend school and the absence is for one or 
more days, it is extremely important for you to provide a 
note for school on his/her return. If the absence is for a 
longer period (4 or more days) then a medical note from 
your doctor is required.  All holiday requests must be 
made in writing and forms are available from reception.   
Ensuring that your child attends school is a legal 
requirement and failure to do so could result in 
prosecution. 
 
N Walker – Attendance Officer 

School Uniform 

Attendance 

Several parents at the year 7 parents’ evening wished to 
buy the text book and we are pleased to give the details 
as follows: 
 
Exploring Science: How Science Works , published by 
Pearson/Longman  
 
ISBN number:  978 1 4058 9246 9 
 
The Science Department 

Second hand uniform will be on sale at each parents’ 
evening.  These are all items of lost property that we 
have been unable to return to students because they 
have no name in them and have not been claimed by 
the end of each term.  All are washed before being sold.  
All funds raised are used to support the Y7 & Y8 
Science Clubs.  
 
Many thanks to the sixth formers who helped with Y7 
parents’ evening and helped us raise £45 from this sale. 
 
Any queries or to donate items, please contact Ms 
Gower (Science). 
 
Y7 Science Club meet on Thursdays 3:10 - 4:10 pm in 
Room 28, contact Mrs Percival 
 
Y8 Science Club meet on Fridays 3:10 - 4:10 pm in 
Room 28, contact Mr Brockett. 

School Uniform for Sale 

Thank  you! 

Year  7  Science  text  book 

If you are buying online why not help school funds by 
clicking on the link to your shop through this link: 

www.buy .at/desborough  
 

Diary  Dates 



 

The LRC continues to be a well used and, we hope, welcoming area of the school, open to all years at every break 
and lunch and till 3.30 each day.  It is also open for a short time before school each morning. Boys can book one of 
the ten computers for 20 minutes either at break or lunch.  Can I remind you that on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday each week, the LRC is open till 4.30 with a member of staff on hand to supervise homework, research or 
reading? 
 
NEW BOOKS 

 
There is a steady stream of new books put out across the year – often following recommendations by pupils or staff – 
and they are initially put on the trolley to the right of the entrance.  Well worth a look to find your favourite series, 
author or hobby! 
 
DISPLAYS 
 

Displays are changed regularly and we currently have 1 on the board outside the LRC 
about Life in the UK.  To chime with Holocaust Memorial Day (January 27th) we have put 
up a display about the Holocaust, immigration, prejudice and persecution.  On a lighter 
note, there is also a display called ‘Get on Your Bike!’ with facts and stories about bikes of 
all types.  All books can be borrowed. 

 
 
FAVOURITE AUTHORS 
 
Our last of the Top 10 Authors read in the LRC is Lemony Snicket, 
author of the popular series A Series of Unfortunate Events, the 
unhappy tale of the unfortunate Baudelaire orphans.  The books are 
beautifully written, produced and illustrated (by Brett Helquist) and are 
conveniently pocket-sized.  Lemony Snicket is of course a pseudonym 
for Daniel Handler and you can find more information about him and his 
brilliant books at http://www.unfortunateevents.com 
 
Mrs Leedale 
School Librarian 

News  from  the  LRC 

TO BE HELD FOR SETS -  
11STa, 11STn, 11S1, 11S2, 11s3, 11SA and 11SB 

 
Set 11SC should consult their teacher 

 
ST groups should consult their teachers about further revision classes 

 
 

TOPIC DATE 

Atoms and Bonding Monday 15 th March 

Moles, Molarity and More ….. Wednesday 17th March 

The Haber Process Monday 22 nd March 

Cells and Enzymes Wednesday 24 th March 

Photosynthesis, Food and Environment Monday 29 th March 

Forces and Momentum Wednesday 21st April 

Statics and Circuits Monday 26 th April 

Radioactivity 2 Wednesday 28 th April 

DNA, Genes and Society Monday 5th May 

 
Lessons take place in Room 23 OR Room 28 at 3.15 pm  

 

SCIENCE  REVISION  CLASSES - SPRING  2010 

Lemony Snicket & fans 



 

Results of the January GCE examinations will be 
available on Thursday 11th March 2010. 
 
Detailed arrangements for the day will be advised to 
students nearer the time. 

 

As the snow began to clear, so the Year 11 Trial 
Examinations Results Day was upon us at Desborough 
School.  Year 11 boys had been studying particularly 
hard before the Christmas holiday in order to be 
thoroughly prepared for the trial papers during the last 
weeks of December 2009. 
 
The trial examinations are set in school to enable 
students to have an insight to how their public 
examinations will run in the summer term.  This year we 
decided to arrange a more formal distribution of results; 
just like in the summer. 
 
I do hope that all families have been able to take the 
opportunity to talk with their sons about the trial results 
and teachers in school look forward to discussing these 
in more detail at Parents’ Evening in February by which 
time you will have also received the Year 11 Long 
Report. 
 
There were mixed emotions during the result’s event; 
however I firmly believe that this was a worthwhile 
exercise and has given every individual student 
something to think about and the chance to act upon 
current results in order to be successful in the summer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As with all results’ days we took the opportunity to 
photograph some of the boys who were particularly 
pleased with their results. 
 
Well done Year 11 and keep up the hard work – it is a 
lot of effort, but well worth it in the end! 
 
Mr A Lennon 
Head of Year 11 

Yr11 Trial Examination Results Day 

January  Results 

If you are buying online why not help school funds by 
clicking on the link to your shop through this link: 

www.buy.at/desborough 
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    HOCKEY FIXTURES 2010 * = Training at School: 3.30-4.30 

      
TRAINING = 
At  Braywick 4-.5.30 

         

 Staff  DXP DXP JRR TJH AXR DXP/NNB 
                 
 Team   1ST XI 2ND XI U15 U14 U13 U12 
     11 aside 11 aside 11 aside 11 aside 7 aside 7 aside  
 Training   THR THR THR MON & WED MON & WED TUE & FR I 
                 

 01/02/2010 MON       
Charters 2 x 7 
(A) - 4pm 

*TRAINING - 
SCH  

Charters 2 x 7 
(B) - 4pm 

 02/02/2010 TUE           
*TRAINING - 

SCH  

 03/02/2010 WED   

2nd XI Claires 
C (A) - 2.30 
(F'Ball)   TRAINING  TRAINING    

 06/02/2010 SAT 
Kingston (B) 
9.30   

Kingston (A) 
9.30 

Kingston (A) 
9.30 

2 X 7 
Kingston (A) 
11.30 

Kingston 2 X 
7 (Alt) 9.30  

 07/02/2010 SUN   
U16 County 
Cup - Well'ton         

 08/02/2010 MON     
John Hamp 
(B) 4.00 

Borlase (BA) 
4.15 *TRAINING    

 09/02/2010 TUE         
John H 2 x 7 
(HX) 4.00   

 10/02/2010 WED 
John Hamp 
(B) 2.30     TRAINING  TRAINING    

 11/02/2010 THR           
 John H 2 X 7 
(HX) 4.00 

 12/02/2010 FRI 
END OF 
TERM 3         TRAINING  

 22/02/2010 MON 
START OF 
TERM 4           

 23/02/2010 TUE         
Charters 2 x 7 
(A) - 4pm 

*TRAINING - 
SCH  

 24/02/2010 WED 
Eton Coll (B) 
2.00 

1st XI Claires 
C (A) - 2.30 
(F'Ball)   TRAINING  TRAINING    

 25/02/2010 THR TRAINING  TRAINING  TRAINING      

Yr 7 Athletics 
(A) 3-6pm 
Lang Gr 

 26/02/2010 FRI           TRAINING  

 27/02/2010 SAT     
Hitchin (A) - 
9.30     

Hitchin 2 X 7 
(B) - 9.30 

                 

 01/03/2010 MON     
Dr Challoners 

(A) 4.30   
Dr Challo 2 X 

7 (B) 4.30   

 02/03/2010 TUE           
Dr Challo 2 X 

7 (A) 4.30 

 03/03/2010 WED 
Dr Challoners 

(A) 2.30     TRAINING  TRAINING    

 04/03/2010 THR TRAINING  TRAINING  TRAINING  
Dr Challoners 

(Alt) 4.30     
 05/03/2010 FRI           TRAINING  

 06/03/2010 SAT 
Windsor (A) - 
9.30 

Windsor (A) - 
10.45 

Windsor (B) - 
9.30 

Windsor (Alt) - 
9.00     



                 

 08/03/2010 MON         
Mag Col 2 X 7 
(B) - 4.15 

Mag Col 2 X 7 
(A) - 4.15 

                 

 10/03/2010 WED 

ST 
GEORGE'S 
SIXIES (A)      TRAINING  TRAINING    

 11/03/2010 THR TRAINING  TRAINING  TRAINING        
 12/03/2010 FRI           TRAINING  
 13/03/2010 SAT             
                 

 15/03/2010 MON     
RGS (BA) - 
4.15     

 Borlase 2 X 7 
(B) 4.00 

 16/03/2010 TUE   RGS (A) - 3.40       
*TRAINING - 

SCH  
 17/03/2010 WED RGS (A) - 3.00     TRAINING  TRAINING    

 18/03/2010 THR TRAINING  TRAINING  TRAINING    
2 X 7 RGS 
(B) - 4.15   

 19/03/2010 FRI       RGS (A) - 3.40   TRAINING  

 20/03/2010 SAT 
Reigate GS 
(B) - 9.30 

Reigate GS 
(A) - 9.30 

Reigate GS 
(A) - 10.45 

Reigate GS (Alt) 
- 9.00     

                 

 24/03/2010 WED   
CC 2's 2.30 
(A) - F'Ball         

 


