27th November 2009 No. 97

Head Teacher’s Letter

Dear Parents and Carers

| would like to welcome two new Parent Governors to
their new roles, Mr Bilal Awan and Mrs Sally MacLeod.
Their first full Governing Body meeting occurred on 19
November 2009 and | hope they enjoy their new role at
the School. Mr Awan is a former student at the School
and his father, Mr Fazal Awan, is an Associate
Governor. | think this is the first time we have had a
father/son combination simultaneously serving on the
Governing Body.

The Speech Day on Friday 6 November was a great
night. It was wonderful to listen to Mr Reed’s clever and
accurate thumb nail sketches of the prize winners. The
Head Boy and Deputy Head Boys gave very impressive
and witty speeches. The Guest-of-Honour seems to
have hit just the right note with her address. | have
written a report on this event elsewhere and my report
from the evening can be accessed on the School's
website.

I would like to draw you attention to the Christmas
Celebration at St Luke’s Church which is mentioned
elsewhere in this newsletter. This is scheduled for
Tuesday 15th December at 7.00 pm. All parents and
carers who would like to take part in such a celebration
will be most welcome and there are always spare seats
available.

I would like to remind parents and carers about
arrangements for the last day of Term 2, Friday 18th
December 2009. In recent years we have finished
school early at the end of Term 2 and Term 6 (the end
of the Academic Year). Normal lessons will run for
periods 1 and 2 and then there will be a series of
assemblies. Years 11, 12 and 13 will be dismissed at
about 12.00pm. Years 9 and 10 will be dismissed at
about 12.30 pm and Years 7, 8 and 9 at about 1.00 pm.
More details will be provided in the final newsletter of
this term.

There have been some requests from pupils to provide
a room for prayer in School. | am afraid that we cannot
accommodate this request as there is no appropriate
free space available for this purpose. Additionally it is
not possible for the school to staff such a facility over
the lunch time period. Desbhorough School is not a
religious school. We try to respect in what we do the
main parts of various religious traditions. This is central
to our commitment to diversity, inclusivity and

developing the international aspects of our curriculum.
Assemblies give an opportunity for contemplation and
reflection. The recent Remembrance Assemblies were,
given the current situation regarding conflicts abroad,
an opportunity to challenge students and pupils about
the ideas of sacrifice for others, appropriate respect for
people currently and in the past that are victims of
conflict and the need to strive for world peace and
better international understanding.

Yours sincerely
Andrew Linnell

Spooky Year 7 Science

The Y7 Science club meets every Thursday after
school. Following the theme of the season - Halloween,
the boys have been doing some research about British
Bats. Ms Gower kindly presented a talk to us all about
her rescue bats and the conservation work that she
does to support British Bats. Our toes curled as the
real bats were taken out of their boxes and were happy
to sit on Ms Gower's head. The boys thoroughly
enjoyed the presentation and Jerrell Foster gave an
excellent thank you speech. The boys went on to
complete a project about bats and

the winner was Omar Ahmed, his

prize was presented to him in the

Y7 assembly.

With most boys having been to a fireworks display, the
boys have gone on to investigate how the colours are
created in the fireworks. They had great fun burning
metal salts in a Bunsen flame and observing which salt
burned with a red, green, yellow and orange flame.

Y7 Science club is open to all Y7 pupils. We always
start with a drink of fizzy pop and biscuit and then move
to room 28 for the activities.

Mrs Z Percival
(Science Club leader)
Head of Y7
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Desborough Ambassadors abroad

One of the main aims of the MFL trips abroad offered at
Desborough is to lift the subject out of the classroom,
bringing languages to life! This was certainly the case
on the most recent edition, the 22" German exchange,
run between Desborough, Newlands and Duisburg-Sid!
A full compliment of 40 students from Years 10-13
spent a week as members of their German exchange
partners’ families, exposed 24/7 to the language and
customs of a German household. As well as attending
lessons, students completed treasure hunts and
quizzes in German and even interrogated locals in their
own language in fact finding missions in Diisseldorf and
Munster. Since their return, teachers have commented
on how students have grown in confidence speaking
German as a result of their week in Duisburg.

In December, another 40 students from Years 9 and 10
will be embarking on the annual charabanc to the
Christmas market in Aachen. Despite very little sleep on
the bus, students love this ever popular trip, soaking up
the German Christmas market atmosphere in the
Charlemagne’s historic capital.

For students of French, the 2" French exchange to
Paris has just been advertised. Year 10-13 students are
offered the same exchange experience as their
Germanist counterparts but in Paris, where we are very
lucky to have our partner school.

During the course of the German exchange, teachers
from the Duisburg-Sid school praised, on several
occasions, the excellent behaviour of the Desborough
group. Congratulations to all the boys who took part, on
their linguistic prowess and on acting as such excellent
ambassadors for the school!

Mr Bentley

You are warmly invited to attend the above event on
MONDAY 30™ NOVEMBER at 6.30pm in the DRAMA
STUDIO.

Year 13 Drama students will be presenting two devised
performances as part of their A2 programme of
assessment.

The first piece is based on the secret life of Aribert
Heim, also known as Dr Death, who tortured and killed
many inmates at the Nazi Concentration camp in
Mauthausen-Gusen. The drama focuses on the double
life he led and the escalating manhunt as he became
one of the ten most wanted Nazi war criminals.

The second piece explores R L Stevenson’s inspiration
for the writing of Dr. Jekyll and Mr Hyde. Focusing on
the power of the subconscious and the duality of human
nature, it explores the inner conflict of humanity’s sense
of good and evil. ‘It's such a fine line between a good
man and a bad.’

The event will last about one hour and an entrance fee
of £1.00 per person will be charged.

Bikeability 2009
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When students were surveyed for the Travel Plan,
many boys wanted training to improve their confidence
on the road so they could start cycling to school.
During October seven Year 7 & Year 8 boys took up
this opportunity to improve their cycling skills and
increase their road safety. It was run by professional
trainers Brent and Christine from ‘RodeSafety’ and over
the 4 days it involved being out on the roads around
Desborough as well as learning about how to keep their
bikes in a safe condition. Congratulations to all the
students who took part.

Ms Gower
The following reached level 1:

James Sawyer
Amarais Purewal

and these boys reached level 2:

Cezary Apcio
Cassim Butcher
William Knight
Bejamin Le Bras
Jaspal Curtis




News from the LRC

Musical Notes

There is never a quiet time in the LRC and this month
has been no exception. We have hosted a BBC News
Report, had a highly successful Christmas Bookfair with
Waterstone’s, and run 2 quizzes, as well as welcoming
our usual class bookings and taken in boys who are not
taking individual subjects for various reasons. 1 of the
things | like about working in the LRC is that no 2 days
are ever the same!

BOOKED UP BOOKS

Unfortunately these did not arrive in time for the holiday
but they have now been distributed to all boys in Y7. It
is such a pleasure to see the enthusiasm with which so
many of the boys receive their free books - long may
this initiative continue. Loads of interesting information
about the scheme, the books and the individual authors
is available at www.bookedup.org.uk.

COMPETITIONS

During the Bookfair we ran two competitions and the
winners will be announced in the final assemblies at the
end of term. One competition was for the lads to
identify various illustrators and their most famous
characters and | made it deliberately challenging!
Answers will be put up on our notice board once the
deadline has passed. The winners will win W H Smith
vouchers to the value of £20, £15 or £10, depending on
whether they come 1%, 2" or 3. The other quiz was to
win the Guinness World Records 2010 and the winner
of that will also be announced at the end of term.

TOP TEN AUTHORS

Number 9 in our occasional list of ‘fiction authors most
borrowed from the LRC’' is the late Roald Dahl.
Although Roald died 19 years ago,

his novels have proved enduring,
partly due to his collaboration

with the illustrator Quentin Blake.

The website that has been set up in his
name is glorious, with lots of useful
information, great illustrations and
animations and fun things,

at : http://www.roalddahl.com/. Find out more about this
extraordinary writer, who still appeals to adults and
children alike.

USE OF LRC AT BREAK AND LUNCH

With the advent of the wetter and colder weather, a
large number of boys choose to come to the LRC to
take advantage of the lovely space. Can | make a plea
for them to respect the space and the staff who look
after the LRC, particularly at lunch time, by clearing up
after they have visited us and leaving it as they found it.
We are very proud of the way the LRC is treated and
would like this to continue.

Mrs Leedale
School Librarian

The Autumn Soiree was a great success at the end of
last half term with a fantastic selection of items and
performances from all the Examination groups as well
as the Choir, Jazz Ensemble and many solo and group
contributions.

Opening up with “The Muppets” the jazz band
entertained a packed hall of parents, teachers and
friends of the school, and things got off to a great start
with the Year 12 AS group performing on acoustic
guitars with Connor Cassidy, Gavin Palmer and Marley
Farrell. The “fun choir” had a whale of a time, followed
by Andrew Gow on the viola and Year 10's led by Mr
Goldsbrough singing “Lady B Good!".

Sam Brett (who might be on “Britain’s Got Talent”)
performed great numbers with Josh Baker as well as

Zach Muller, Mike Cousins and Nick Henderson
following on with “This Year's Love"....a truly
memorable rendition! The Year 11's “A Minor

Improvisation” was truly wonderful and there were some
real star soloists with Matthew Davis, Tim Greengrass
and Andrew Barr as piano virtuosos! Indeed, both
Matthew and Craig Churches did a wonderful service to
the Speech Day and showed their talents fully!! And
let's not forget the Desborough Trumpeters led by Mr
Torrent who performed brilliantly at the Remembrance
services in School assemblies...... Alex Moore, Greg
Moore, Josh O'Rielly and James Craft...The Last Post
was very poignant!

There was a real drama at the end of the evening as
Alex Hatcher, who was performing with the rest of the
A2 Music students; Matt Rolfe, Ben Hall and Mike
Greet. He was on a late shift with Waitrose in
Maidenhead, and though he said he'd be there...the
minutes ticked away....and no Alex!! Thankfully, after
Mr Torrent sweated yet another pint of worry, he walked
in and played magnificently with their band!!! It was a
fabulous conclusion to a great evening!!!

And Finallym ... Don't forget the diar
for the

y date

Christmas Celebration

on Tuesday 15" December from 7.00pm to 8.30pm at
St Luke’'s Church in Maidenhead. Mulled wine and
mince pies will be available afterwards for a notional
charge and Christmas can really get started with
Carols, Drama and Festive Readings....a great way to
end a very long winter term!!

g Sy 4
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Year 8 Science Club

Engineering Challenge

Year 8 Science Club follows on from the success of
year 7 science club which was
introduced last year. The theme
for this term has been flight. The
group has then moved onto
rockets and investigated mixing
gases to launch a rocket. A
spectacular failure occurred when
the first attempt exploded on the launch pad! Guy
Fawkes provided a chance to do some firework type
demonstrations which were very well received. We are
now turning our eyes to the sky and doing some
stargazing as it is getting dark in the late afternoon.

Year 8 Science Club meets every Friday 3.15pm
outside room 28.

Hockey Training
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Beginners & Intermediate Italian

We are delighted to inform you that we are able to offer
Italian classes through the Italian Consulate here at
Desborough School. A fun lItalian Morning Club
focusing on language and culture runs on Tuesday and
Wednesday mornings from 7.55 to 8.40am. This is a
beginner’'s course and all boys are invited to attend
should they wish to do so.

The Intermediate course takes place before school on
Thursday from 7.55 — 8.40 and Thursday afternoons
from 3.15 until 4.15pm. Boys on this course will be
working towards an accredited certificate in Italian.

For further details please contact the Language College
office.

Desborough School was invited to this event for the first
time this year.

We were given very little to go on — strictly only five Year
10 students, no reserves, no supporters! All 5 students
would be in different teams and absolutely NOBODY
was to be told anything about ‘The Challenge’ until the
evening itself! It was to be hosted by Eton College in
their splendid very, very old Main Hall (even the Science
block looked positively contemporary by comparison)
and some light refreshments would be provided.
Intrigued we duly organized transport (MANY thanks to
Mrs Hughes) and turned up in the marble hall. The
Desborough Five were: Matt Carr, Karan Dhariwal,
Charlie Fidler, Greg Moor and Josh Robinson.

The Challenge turned out to be to design a bridge
across the River Thames that will be needed to access
the Eton Rowing Lake during the 2012 Olympics. The
prototype had to be:
- big enough to span the width of a table
able to permit a large model ship pass under it
swing/ rise/ slide open and closed again quickly
with an indicator showing when it was fully open
look great and
all be made of art straws, 4 dowel rods, a couple
of elastic bands, 2 pins, some string, a balloon
(") and some tape

Everyone, teachers included, were split into groups of 6
and set the task and given time limits to design and then
build their bridge. There were magnificent designs
produced that could easily rival the likes of Foster or
Habib, all working with a whole range of winding,
levering, drop and sliding mechanisms. It was great to
see how quickly students of all backgrounds were
working as strong supportive teams and finding out
about each others’ lives at the same time. There were
around 120 students from the area of Maidenhead right
across to Hounslow present so plenty of teams and
plenty of competitive spiritt Whilst everyone enjoyed
plates of sandwiches, all the bridges were tested and
scored and amongst a sea of white straws teams
showed off their constructions. Although none of
Desborough were in the winning team, we were
represented in the 2™ and 3" places — well done!

The whole team is now planning to undertake a new

Engineering Challenge — to build a solar powered car
with a view to winning a trip to Greece! Wish them luck!

Ms Gower, Science Department
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Speech Day 2009

Speech Day was held on Friday 6 November 2009 in the
School Hall. The proceedings commenced with the head
teacher welcoming all the guests, students, members of
the governing body, parents and supporters of the
school. Then two of the School's Deputy Head Boys,
Myles Faulkner and Tom Hudson, made very amusing
reports about events of the past year which involved
members of staff and students alike. Both reports were
delivered with style and aplomb.

Mr Linnell then reported about progress the school had
made in the 2008/2009 Academic Year in particular
commenting on the outcome of the Full Inspection of the
School held in April 2009, the re-designation of
Desborough as a Language College, International School
Award holder and Investor in People school. Examination

results were given that showed a continuing improvement
in what students and members of staff are achieving. The Nigel Cook (Vice Chair of Governors), guest speaker Dr Vanessa
full text of the head’s address is on the School website. Lawrence, head teacher Mr Linnell, Chair of Governors Joy Jones
and Maureen Kenney (Vice Chair) - Speech Day 2009

The presentation of the awards, trophies and prizes was the highlight of the evening. Mr Reed surpassed himself
with his wonderful insights into the characters of the prize winners, including some amusing character assassinations
with many left rueing the day they had spoken to him and provided him with the ammunition for what he said. All but
three of the students from 2008/2009 had managed to come back to the School for this occasion and everyone
seemed to appreciate the enormous effort Mr Reed had put into this section of the occasion.

The Guest-of-Honour was Vanessa Lawrence, who is the Director General and Chief Executive Officer of the
Ordnance Survey (OS). She spoke individually to each prize winner then addressed everyone. She has had a
fascinating career and achieved many honours. In additional to her OS role, she is a visiting professor at the
Universities of Southampton and Kingston. She has six doctorates and was appointed as a Companion of the Most
Honourable Order of the Bath (CB) in the Queen’s New Year’s List of January 2008.

In her address, she explained how she, as a geographer, had worked for Thabo Mbeki to draw the constituency
boundaries for the first free elections in South Africa. She explained how life has been a serious of opportunities and
set backs for her and how one’s attitude and determination is a key element of achieving success. Her advice was
very appropriate to the students, as they enter the last years of school or in their lives after school.

The Head Boy, lan Sutherland, brought the night to a close with a vote of thanks to all those involved and invited the
two other Deputy Head Boys, Alex Brown and Alex Tracy, to make presentations to the Guest-of-Honour and the
Mayoress of the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead Mrs Christine Grey.

Many people have commented on how much they enjoyed the evening and how an appropriate balance was struck
between formality and communicating the sense of fun and enjoyment senior students have at the School.

Science Essay Competition Quiz and Chips Night

The Institute of Chemical Engineers is running a The recent Quiz and Chips Night was a very enjoyable
competition open to all Year 10 & Year 11 students evening and it managed to raise £627 for the Tanzania
and entries will be forwarded from the Science Expedition Project. The overall winners were Mr
Department. ‘The world's resources of water, energy Stewart's team although | am not convinced he
and food are under increasing pressure. We want answered too many of the questions himself, mainly Mr.
YOUR ideas on how the world must change to preserve Terrington and Mrs Leedale!!
our limited resources and which technologies you would
invest in to ensure the future of humankind.” Closing Details of our next fundraising extravaganza can be
date: 31 January 2010, prize: £50 Amazon™ voucher found elsewhere in this newsletter. We hope to see you
there.
If you are interested, please contact Ms Gower.
Richard Moore



Race Night

1,000 voices for Copenhagen

Tickets will cost £2 before the evening or £4 on the
door. There will be approximately 10 Horse Races
projected on the big screen with your chance to bet on
each race. Alongside the possibility of winning money
on the races there will be various prizes up for grabs
throughout the evening. There will be a soft drinks bar
throughout the evening. However, feel free to bring
your own alcoholic beverages. We will provide the
glasses.

The event will be raising money for the Tanzania
Expedition 2010. 13 Students from Years 11, 12 and
13 will be carrying out an expedition to Tanzania in
2010. The expedition will involve project work in the
isolated community of Ndatu in the North, where we will
be helping to develop educational provision for the local
children. The community consists mainly of
subsistence farmers and their families, and as a group
we feel passionately about enhancing the future
prospects of the village.

So, if you would like to have some fun and support your
school at the same time please purchase your ticket
from any member of the Tanzania Team or Mr. Moore
prior to the Evening.
Thank you,

The Expedition Team

Give yourself a head start ...
get your homework done
before you go home!

The LRC is now open until 4.30pm every Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday.

This is an ideal opportunity to use the
computers, do some research, complete
coursework, do homework or even to

just read a book!

A member of staff will be on hand to offer support
if required.
All year groups welcome

In early December 2009 there will be a UN Climate
Change Conference in Copenhagen. A challenge was
sent out to young people across Britain, India and 4
regions of Kenya to give their opinions about climate
change. At the last meeting of the Student Voice, form
representatives on the ‘Environmental Committee’
(known as EPA) contributed some of their views and
then further views were provided by more year 8
students. These have been sent off and should be read
by delegates from around the world at the conference.
They should also be available to read, alongside those
from Kenya and India and others from the UK, on the
ICC web-site www.interclimate.org/challenge

Thanks go especially to Ross Macrae for his help in
collating Desborough’s Voices.

Ms Gower, EPA co-ordinator
Some of Desborough’s thoughts:

‘I think we shouldn't fly to holidays we should take a
ferry’

‘Don’t be wasteful’

‘We don’t need nuclear power because it will just add to
the pollution killing the Earth?’

| don't think China is too big because then you could
say Russia is big’

‘If you wore an extra layer of clothing then you could
turn down your thermostat by 3 degrees.’

Diary Dates

Mon 30th November A level Drama Performances

6.30 pm - Drama
Studio
Wed 9th December 6th Form Open Evening

from 7.00 pm
Tues 15th December  Christmas Celebration

7.00 pm St Luke's
Church
Fri 18th December End of Term 2

Periods 1 & 2 as
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Friends of Desborough

Health & Safety Myth of the Month

A big thank you to all the parents who came along to
the recent social evening arranged by the Friends of
Desborough PTA. Although the meeting was small in
numbers some big and innovative ideas where put
forward and discussed. The consensus of the group
supported the views of the Year 7 parents who had
previously been asked whether the school needed a
PTA. When asked over 96% of parents agreed the
school should have a PTA.

Another meeting will take place on Thursday 3"

December at 7pm in the Staff Room to progress
ideas further. All parents are welcome to attend.

The Friends of Desborough PTA 50/50 Club

Winners of the last three months are:

Aug Mr Moor £25
Sept Mr D Eyre £25
Oct Mrs M Malik £25

What is the “50 / 50 club™?

The “50 / 50 club” is a monthly prize draw run by the
PTA where 50% of cash generated makes up the prize
and 50% goes to the PTA to be used for the benefit of
the School. Just £1.00 a month buys you one entry - so
your minimum payment would be only £12.00 per year.
So sign up today. The entry form is attached but can
also be found on the FDS page of the school website.

Remember.. you have to be in it to win it.. !!

The Myth :

Health and safety rules stop classroom experiments
The Reality:

Hands-on lessons are an essential part of learning.
They bring science to life and also teach kids how to
handle dangerous substances safely.

There’s no reason why health and safety should stop
schools carrying out science experiments. They can
help children learn how to manage risk — and all that’s
required in most cases are a few sensible precautions.

Go to www.hse.gov.uk/myth/index.htm to find out more.

If you are buying online why not help school funds by
clicking on the link to your shop through this link:
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Desborough School - Rugby Results 2009

Date Team Opponents Result Iphdividual Performances Man of Match
17/10/2009 | Ul5s A |Forest 5-19 |G. Caulton 1T M. Corio
17/10/2009 | Ul4s A |Forest 7-0 |R. Sehota 1T, P. Bart 1C
17/10/2009 | U13s A |Forest 10-19 |S. Nakkli 1T, J. Cox 1T
17/10/2009 | Ul2s A |Forest 10-5 |S. Prince 1T, K. Omar 1T
17/10/2009 | Ul2s B |Forest 25-10
23/10/2009 | Ul4s A |Burnham Gr 28-5 |L. Neale 1T, R. Rolle 1T, L. Llyod 1T, J. Farrell 1T, L. Neale 4C.
03/11/2009 | Ul6s A |Windsor (Football) 4-0 |G. Chahal 2, J. Banks 1, D. Wright 1
04/11/2009 | 1st XV [Park House 29-5 |J. Townsend 2T, T. Hudson 2T, M. White 1T, C. Heley 2C L. Basson
04/11/2009 | Ul2s A [Furze Platt 35-5 S. McKenna
C. Gill 1T, S. Nakkli 3T, W. Churchw ard 1T,
04/11/2009 | U1l3s A [Sandhurst (Cup) 64-0 |B. Ayling 1T, J. Cox 3T, Z. Mahmood 1T, C. Moore 7C S. Nakkli
G. Kempster 1T, T. Summersgill 1T, T. Hudson 1T,
09/11/2009 | 2nd XV [John Hampden GS 25-5 |C. Hull 1T, G. Kempster 1P, G. Kempster 1C C. Kern
10/11/2009 | Ul5s A |Reading (DM Vase 3) 7-39 |M. Bateson 1T, C. Evans 1C L. Crossley
12/11/2009 | U13s A |Claires Court
12/11/2009 | U13s B |Claires Court 7-36 |M. Spandley 1T, M. Spandley 1C M. Spandley
12/11/2009 | Ul12s A |Claires Court 49-0 |J. Greene 3T, J. Worsdold 1T, S. Prince 1T, O. Malik 1T, J. Greene
12/11/2009 | U12s B |Claires Court 7-5 |R Russell 1T, W. Jamieson 1C W . Jamieson
J. Greene 1T, S. Prince 1T, L. Hollow 1T, S. McKenna 1T,
13/11/2009 | Ul2s A |L W Thame 36-0 |O. Malik 1T, J. Augustin 1T, S. Prince 2C, L. Hollow 1C L. Hollow
13/11/2009 | U13s A |L W Thame
13/11/2009 | Ul4s A |L W Thame
13/11/2009 | Ul5s A |L W Thame 0-31 J. Shaw
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