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12th February 2010    No. 100 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I am hoping that, when you read this newsletter, the 
predicted return of the snow has not actually happened. 
I think most people feel that we have had enough bad 
weather, and the fact it is noticeably staying lighter for 
longer after school is very welcome. 
 
This time of year can be rather a struggle. This term 
seemed very slow to start due to the abnormal high 
snowfalls that occurred and the inevitable disruption this 
caused at school. However, many students and pupils 
have had examinations (including Year 9 in non-core 
subjects), whether these be “mocks” and internal ones 
of the real thing. Year 9 pupils will be given their reports 
in the next few days too including the most important 
part, the targets that will enable pupils to continue to 
improve. 
 
For students in Years 11, 12 and 13 there are actually 
relatively few school weeks and lessons before the 
main examination period in the summer. I hope all 
students and pupils who took examinations recently 
have managed to focus on the ways in which they can 
learn improve their performance. 
 
Examinations are also very useful for the members of 
staff in school. We have been busy analysing individual 
pupil’s performances to build up an overall picture. This 
analysis is being used to plan how we should best 
intervene from now on to support individual pupils and 
students. This will include extra revision sessions and 
group work with smaller groups of pupils and students 
to focus on areas that need to be improved. 
 
I would like to ask all the pupils and students to make 
the most of the opportunities we create to support their 
learning. The programme of assigning mentors to Year 
11 students is a good example of one such type of 
support. Mr Reed (Deputy Head Teacher) has allocated 
a member of staff who is not a form tutor to a large 
number of students in Year 11 to provide individual 
mentoring. This programme started in Term 1 and is 
something that we must make every effort to continue 
and develop. 
 
The staff have been working together to monitor the 
effect of what we are doing to make sure that increasing 
the attainment and achievement of pupils and students 
remains our top priority. We have been working with 
other people from outside school to visit lessons and  

look systematically at various aspects of teaching and 
learning. A very valuable part of this work has been to 
include the pupils and students and have conversations 
with them about how they feel we are doing and more 
importantly how we scan improve further. Such research 
is invaluable and those pupils and students who have 
been involved have made impressive and helpful 
comments that we shall use in our future planning. 
 
I would not like to paint a picture of a school over 
preoccupied with examinations. Simultaneously, school 
life continues and the many extra curricular activities 
continue to run.  
 
I would like to remind you that school finishes at the 
normal time on the last day of Term 3, Thursday 11 
February. Friday 12 February is a Staff Development 
Day so pupils and students are not required to attend 
school on that day. Term 4 starts on Monday 22 
February 2010 at the normal time. 
 
I hope that you have an enjoyable holiday next week. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Andrew Linnell  
Headteacher 

Head Teacher’s Letter 
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On Tuesday 19th and Wednesday 20th Desborough 
School hosted the Charters School Sport Partnership 
Year 5&6 indoor athletics competition. Over the two 
days, approximately 200 primary school pupils took part 
in running races, throwing events and jumping 
disciplines all slightly adapted so they can be performed 
inside a sports hall in a fun and exciting way. With so 
many athletics events and what appeared like 
thousands of athletes, Desborough pupils were called 
into action to act as stewards and officials to help make 
the whole day an enjoyable and exciting one for the 
primary pupils.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many of the year 10 students ran events such as the 
vertical jump and recorded the height each pupil was 
able to touch on the wall. Brendan Kelly (10JXC) who 
helped with the long jump, said “All of the pupils really 
tried their best. They made me laugh because they said 
they didn’t like my dancing when YMCA came on the 
PA system”. It was clear to anyone within a 3 mile 
radius that the competing pupils were very keen to 
cheer on their team mates. Oliver Parkinson (10JXC) 
commented “They were all very competitive. All the 
screaming made me deaf”.  
 
Quite a lot of the events were very technical, such as 
the triple jump and javelin, and one of the jobs which 
the Year 10s had to do was to encourage and advise 
the pupils who were taking part. All the Desborough 
helpers did this excellently. One of the visiting primary 
teachers was obviously in agreement: “I feel strongly 
that the Desborough boys who were involved in the 
running of the session, from directing cars to guiding 
children on how to participate in an event, should be 
congratulated for their contribution. They were patient, 
extremely helpful, enthusiastic and well organised”.  
 
Helpers:  
 
K Alipour, A Azam, B Borst, A Clark, M Corio, J 
Crocket, M Dent, W Durrant, A Eyre, J Jawandha, S 
Jordan, B Kelly, J Lilley, M Matera, M Padia, O 
Parkinson, J Shaw, P Sritharan (all yr10). Additional 
help from C Kemple (yr11), C Clark, T Hudson, M 
Granger (all yr12). 
 
Mr Bielby 

 
 
 

Sport  Partnership 

 
The Friends of Desborough PTA will be organising the 
refreshments for the Annual David Roberts Concert 
which will take place on 17th March 2010 .  Hot dogs 
and other tuck shop items along with tea and coffee will 
be available both before and during the interval of the 
concert.  Please do consider coming along to support 
the Music department and school even if your son is not 
directly involved.  
 
If you able to help the Friends of Desborough PTA at 
this event or would like to find out information, please 
contact the School who will pass your details onto the 
relevant person. 

….was NOT one of the carols at the Christmas 
Celebration in the week before we finished last term, but 
perhaps it should have been a prophecy of things to 
come!! However, as has become customary, the event 
was a great success at St Luke’s Church in Maidenhead 
displaying all that is good about Desborough with 
readings, music and drama. 
 
The large audience of parents, teachers and governors 
and 6th Form helpers sang their hearts out, 
accompanied by our bands and singers, and the 
evening was opened by two very brave Year 7 boys, 
Leo Martin and Amanprit Panue singing  “Once in 
Royal David’s City”. There were many highlights of 
music with the Jazz Band’s “Jingle Bell Rock” and the 
Choir with “Winter Wonderland”, as well as great solos 
from Sam Brett, Michael Cousins, Zak Muller and 
Matthew Davies flying the flag for Christmas.  Mr 
Goldsbrough’s wind ensemble was fantastic and the AS 
Music group’s rendition of “Mary’s Boy Child” was 
stunning! 
 
The evening’s Drama contribution, led by Mrs Turner 
was very entertaining and the Key Stage 3 Drama 
Club’s interpretation of the nativity “Oh Little Town” had 
the audience in rapture of their artistic and dramatic 
excellence! 
 
The school calendar marches on, and this year is no 
exception. On Wednesday 17 th March 2010 at 7.00pm 
in the Hall (St Patrick’s Day), it will be the David 
Roberts Concert. Once again, we will be joined by the 
Maestros’ “Zephyr Concert Band” along with other 
ensembles along with our own excellent musicians 
throughout school from Year 7 through to the A Level 
music group. It is always a great evening which will 
provide excellent quality of music and refreshments as 
well!! All for only £3 at the door (£1 for concessions and 
pupils).  
 
We also have “The Desborough Factor” to look forward 
to in the Summer term as well as our school entering for 
a new  Borough competition called “Rock School”, the 
finals for which being at the end of June at Reading’s 
“The Hexagon”…..more about this in our next bulletin!! 

See amid the winter snow…. 

Help with refreshments 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Working Together Parent/Carers Conference  

Throughout the year, the Student Voice have been meeting regularly, either as a Committee (School Council) or with 
all our reps from each tutor group in a large Student Voice assembly. We have had discussions on the Environment 
(ably assisted by Ms Gower), ICT, Sports and Fundraising and “The Curriculum”. My Wyles and Mr Torrent steer 
discussions and Mr Linnell often joins us in aiding the process of “listening to each other in partnership” towards 
important issues which affect the school population. 
 
There is a strong link with the local community and recently, the NAG organization (Neighborhood Action Group) has 
been to our school to talk to us, and Ian Sutherland and Alex Tracy (Head Boy and Deputy) went to one of their 
meetings in Bray. Issues of site security, litter and anti-social behavior in the community are being talked “head on” 
and a real understanding is being built up. 
 
Boys in Student Voice do listen to their form mates and the reps are now recognized by shiny new badges in different 
“Student Voice “ colours which were presented on 5th February. 
 
Over the next few weeks, Student Voice will play a very important part in our bid for “Healthy School Status”  for 
which both they and a number of key staff have been working towards in four areas of PSHEE, Healthy Eating, 
Healthy Body  ( PE and exercise) and Emotional well-being. Our deadline for this self-validation is Thursday 18 th 
March , so please, wish us luck, and do be prepared for the odd questionnaire, which may come your way!! 
 
Mr P Torrent 

Student Voice and “Healthy Schools Bid”  

 
 
For latest news, updates or changes to 
planned events, please visit our website: 
 
 

http://www.desborough.org.uk 

Saturday 27th March 2010 
Canterbury Christ Church University, Medway Campus, ME4 4UF 

£10 per parent/carer 
This event will provide parents/carers with an opportunity to hear about how the national education agenda for pupils 
and students with gifts and talents is being implemented at the regional and local level. 
 
There will be a key note speech from the NAGC, a range of workshops applicable to parents/carers of children and 
young people aged between 4-19, and ‘round the table’ discussions and networking. Workshops will focus on the 
following topics: 
 
Early Years 
In-class provision (primary) 
In-class provision (secondary) 
Dyslexia and the Gifted and Talented 
Asperger Syndrome and the Gifted and Talented 
Post Compulsory and the Gifted and Talented 
 
For further information on our conference and all our courses in the South East please visit: 
www.canterbury.ac.uk/gifted 
or contact Jenny Harmer or Ellis Jones on Tel: 01227 767700 ext: 3880 /3260 
Email: jenny.harmer@canterbury.ac.uk / ellis.jones@canterbury.ac.uk 
 
A reminder 
 
After school in the LRC every Thursday week B boys meet up with Mr McDowell and Ms Leedale to discuss school 
matters and contemporary political and social issues.  We also read and discuss novels and play chess and 
scrabble.   

If you are buying online why not help school funds by 
clicking on the link to your shop through this link: 

www.buy.at/desborough 
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Tickets will cost £4 for adults and £2 for students.  Various prizes will be up for grabs throughout the 
evening and something special for the winning team.  Soft drinks and snacks will be available for purchase 
but feel free to bring your own beer, wine and food! 
 
Teams can consist of up to 6 players. 
 
Raising money for Tanzania Expedition 2010.  13 Students from Years 11, 12 and 13 will be carrying out 
an expedition to Tanzania in 2010.  The expedition will involve project work in the isolated community of 
Ndatu in the North, where we will be helping to develop educational provision for the local children.  The 
community consists mainly of subsistence farmers and their families, and as a group we feel passionately 
about enhancing the future prospects of the village. 
 
So, if you would like to have some fun and support your school at the same time please fill in form below 
detailing how many people you would like on your team and the team captain  Also include payment by 
cheque (made payable to Desborough School) or cash for the team and return form and monies to Mr 
Moore at Desborough School by Monday 15th March. 
 
Thank you, 
 
The Expedition Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
� —————————————————————————————————————————— 

Quiz Night on Tuesday 30th March 2010 

Team Captain Name & Contact Number  

Team name   

Adults (no.)  

Youngsters (no.)   

Total Amount  
(£4 Adults £2 Youngsters)  

£ 

 

 

 

 



At the Berkshire Rugby Festival in December, the team 
not only won medals (as reported previously), but also a 
trip to watch London Irish versus Harlequins at the 
Madejski Stadium on 31st January 2010.  Here they are 
proudly holding up their tickets.  They thoroughly 
enjoyed the match. 
 
����

Under 12 Rugby trip 

Spring  Sports  Results 

Thurs 11th February 2010 End of Term 3 
 
 
Friday 12th February 2010 INSET day 

School closed to pupils 
 
 

Mon 22nd February 2010 Start of Term 4 
Week B 

 
 

Thurs 25th Feb 2010  KS4 Information 
     
 Evening 
 
Thurs 11th March 2010  Yr 9 Parents’ Evening 
 
Wed 17th March 2010  David Roberts 
     Memorial 
Concert 
 
Thurs 18th March 2010  Yr 12 Parents’ Evening 
 
Thurs 25th March 2010  Yr 10 Parents’ Evening 
 
 

http://www.desborough.org.uk 
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Diary  Dates 

If you are buying online why not help school funds by 
clicking on the link to your shop through this link: 

www.buy.at/desborough 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Re: Austrian Ski Trip – invitation open to all stud ents Year 7 – Year 12 inclusive 
 
We are pleased to offer your son the opportunity to take part in a very popular School Ski Trip to Ziller 
Valley in Austria.   The trip is being planned for the first week of the Easter break in 2011 (09/04/11 – 
17/04/11).  The itinerary for this trip is shown below: 
 
Saturday 9th   - Depart Desborough 1500 approx 
Sunday 10th    - Arrive Austria 
Monday 11th    - Saturday 16th   ski 12 x 2hr lessons (2 per day). 
Sunday 17th    - Arrive Desborough. 
As well as skiing the evening activities will include, Bowling, Swimming, watching Ice Hockey game 
(depending on fixtures) and a disco. 
 
The cost of the trip is £800.  This includes full-board accommodation, all food in resort, all activities, 
ski hire, ski hoodie, lift pass, insurance and travel to and from Austria via coach.  There are no extra 
costs, except a small amount of pocket money and the need to either buy a ski helmet, or hire one for 
£12.  A deposit of £90 is required to confirm places with IBT Travel and places will be offered on a 
first come first served basis.  If paying by cheque, please note that any cheque which is refused by 
the bank will incur an administrative charge, which the School will pass on to you.  I have sent the 
letter out earlier this year so there is more time to save for the trip.  We have had to select a high 
resort with guaranteed snow as Easter is a week later, and is the reason for it being a little more 
expensive next year. 
 
The payment schedule will be as follows: 
 
Monday    22nd February - £90 
Friday       23rd  April - £100 
Friday       10th  September - £310 
Friday       19th November - £300 
 
When your son’s place has been confirmed, the school requires post dated cheques relating to this 
payment schedule.  This is to reduce the admin for the school.  Obviously if your son wishes to pull 
out at any stage the cheques will be sent back to you.  If your son is in Year 11 and pays the first two 
payments but subsequently does not go to Sixth Form at Desborough, you would get a full refund 
assuming we can fill his place (this has never been a problem before). 
 
I shall hold a meeting for all parents and students involved nearer the date of departure, but should 
you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me at School.  If your son wishes to take part 
in this trip please complete the permission slip below and return it to school with a cheque for £90 
made payable to Desborough School by Monday 22nd February.   
 
Mr R Moore 
 
 
PRO FORMA TO BE RETURNED TO Mr R Moore  – Mathematics Department, Desborough School 
by Monday 22 nd February.  
 
Son’s name:  ...........................................................................                                    Form:  ............... 
 
I should like my son to take part in the visit to Austria from 09/04/11 – 17/04/11 and enclose a cheque 
for £90, which forms part of the total cost of £800.  I understand that the deposit is non-refundable. 
 
Cheques payable to: “Desborough School ” 
 
 
Signed: ...................................................................... (Parent/Guardian)                     Date:  ................ 
 

 


